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The Piney Run Recreation and Conservation Council is dedicated to supporting Piney 

Run Park and the Piney Run Nature Center. With the focus on conservation and 

environmental education, many programs and activities held throughout the year are 

promoted and offered by the Piney Run Council. Proceeds from these programs and 

events as well as Nature Center memberships and Adopt A Critter sponsorships help the 

Council provide support for our resident critters, exhibits, the Piney Run Summer 

Nature Camp, college scholarships (see below) and kayaking instruction as well as other 

programs, projects and activities to benefit the Park and Nature Center and for the 

enjoyment of our visitors.  

 

Our Park Naturalist, Basil Levesque, has been very busy. In addition to the may park 

programs and field trips Basil leads, they have been upgrading our live animal exhibits 

to ensure each critter has the optimal habitat for its species. Basil and the park staff have 

also been busy clearing out several garden spaces and planting a plethora of native 

plants and they have installed our very own weather station. 

 

The Council was able to host numerous fundraising activities and events last year and 

will continue doing so this year. We recently held a Shaker Heart Basket basketweaving 

class and our Cabin Fever Crafts Show. Our next event is the Spring Fever 

Coffeehouse on Friday, March 7th featuring the Koons’ family musical band, 

WHIRLIGIG. Coming up after that are more Basket Weaving Classes, our Spring 

Perennial Swap, the Sasquatch Saturday event on May 17th and of course our Fall 

Festival on October 11th. The last two events are jointly sponsored with Piney Run 

Park. More information about our Council events and offerings can be found on the 

Friends of Piney Run Park & Nature Center Facebook page and in this document. 

 

Since park programs thrive on new ideas, input from additional people is always 

welcome and encouraged by the Council. All Council meetings are open to the public. 

Any member of the Nature Center is automatically a member of the Council, but must 

attend one Council meeting or provide 4 hours of volunteer service to/for the Council 

within the previous 12 months (and be 18 years of age) in order to vote at these 

meetings. Council meetings are held bi-monthly on the 3rd Thursday in January, March, 

May, July, September, and November at 6:30 p.m. typically in the Piney Run Nature 

Center. At these meetings updates from Park Staff and Council members are presented  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084FADA922AAFBC25-52478683-2025#/
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https://www.facebook.com/PRPRecreationandConservationCouncil
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and discussed, decisions are made about fundraising events, and how membership and 

fundraising money is spent for the benefit of the Park and Nature Center. If you are 

interested in additional information about the Council, please contact the Council 

Treasurer, Renee Schoff, via email (PineyRunParkCouncilTreasurer@gmail.com) or 

call the Nature Center at 410-795-6043. 

 

Nature Center memberships, park passes, pavilion rentals and registrations for County-

sponsored Carroll County Recreation & Parks programs can be purchased on the 

County’s program registration website (Recdesk):  

https://ccrec.recdesk.com/Community/Home. (Park Entrance Fee is still applicable for 

Nature Center members. (Normal park entrance fees are not applicable to senior citizens 

and active and retired military personnel.) 

 

We thank you for your support of Piney Run Park, the Piney Run Nature Center and the 

Piney Run Recreation and Conservation Council and hope to see you frequently 

throughout the year. 

 

Your Piney Run Council Officers 

 
Colleen Winters, President    

Max Bukowitz, Vice President 

Claude Hoerner, Secretary 

Renee Schoff, Treasurer  PineyRunParkCouncilTreasurer@gmail.com 
 

 

Dylan Collins, Park Superintendent 

Basil Levesque, Park Naturalist 
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The Americans with Disabilities Act applies to the Carroll County Government and its programs, services, 
activities, and facilities. Anyone requiring an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or who has 
a complaint should contact The Department of Citizen Services, 410.386.3600 or 1.888.302.8978 or MD 

Relay 7-1-1/1.800.735.2258 as soon as possible but no later than 72 hours before the scheduled event. 

PINEY RUN RECREATION AND 
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Below is the Council fundraising events and activities calendar for 2024 as of May 2024. All Council 

proceeds are used to support the Piney Run Nature Center, Piney Run Park and the community. Discounts 

are offered to Nature Center members for some programs. More 2024 events may be added and/or this 

schedule may change.  
 

• Nature Center Memberships – available at https://ccrec.recdesk.com/Community/Membership; 

valid for the calendar year 

• Adopt A Critter Program – available at ; valid for the calendar year 

https://ccrec.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=4180 

• Spring Fever Coffee House – Friday, March 7th from 7pm-9pm 

• Kayaking at Piney Run Park 

o Ranger Led Kayak Trips are scheduled periodically during the spring, summer and fall. 

Search “kayak” at this link for a list of programs: 

https://ccrec.recdesk.com/Community/Program.  

o Private Group Kayak Paddles - Please contact the Nature Center at (410) 795-6043 to 

schedule a private paddle for your group or for more information. 

• Bake Table at the Master Gardeners Earth Day Event – Saturday, April 26th 

• Basket Weaving Class with Partnership Crafts by Joan Betzold – Sunday, April 27th  9am-3pm 

• Spring Perennial Swap – Sunday, May 4th  1pm-3pm 

• Bake Table at the Sasquatch Saturday Event – Saturday, May 17th  11am-3pm 

• “Members Only” Event – Summer/Fall  (date TBD) 

• Summer/Fall Basket Raffle – September/October 

• Fall Perennial Swap – TBD  

• 5th Annual FALL FESTIVAL – Saturday, October 11th from 10am - 4pm (rain date Oct. 

12th). Live music, craft & food vendors, scarecrow making, wagon rides, craft activities and 

much more!  

• Winter Paint Class – Date TBD 

• Adult Holiday Workshop – Saturday, December 6th from 10am–12pm and 1pm–3pm  

• Children’s Holiday Workshop – Friday, December 12th from 4pm-6pm and Saturday, December 

13th from 10am-12pm 
 

 

Information about these and other Council events can be found on the Friends of Piney Run Park & 

Nature Center Facebook page. Piney Run Park information is available at 

https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/recreation-parks/places-to-go/piney-run-

park/ on the “Nature Center” page. 
 

Council Officers: 

Colleen Winters, President    Max Bukowitz, Vice President    Claude Hoerner, Secretary   

Renee Schoff, Treasurer        
 

Park Management: Dylan Collins, Park Superintendent   Park Naturalist: Basil Levesque 

https://ccrec.recdesk.com/Community/Membership/Detail?membershipId=1000
https://ccrec.recdesk.com/Community/Membership
file:///C:/Users/Renee%20XPS/Documents/Renees%20File/Piney%20Run/Website/Adopt%20A%20Critter%20Program
https://ccrec.recdesk.com/Community/Program/Detail?programId=4180
https://ccrec.recdesk.com/Community/Program
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/recreation-parks/places-to-go/piney-run-park/
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/recreation-parks/places-to-go/piney-run-park/
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